Life in Sault Ste. Marie

Our city motto is Naturally gifted, and for good reason.  We are one of the most beautiful, diverse and historically rich regions in the province and offer an outstanding quality of life.  Education, culture, sport and employment opportunities are flourishing in this safe and affordable community. 

We are home to an excellent education system with several brand new elementary and high schools, including a very large French immersion elementary school.  Both Sault College and Algoma University are thriving and growing with new construction and expanding programs. Continuing education and stimulating activities and lectures are a bonus of having two large post secondary institutions in our community. Ten minutes away, across the international border, Lake Superior State University also offers a wide range of courses and activities

Cultural life in Sault Ste. Marie is incredibly rich, with a superb waterfront art gallery, several excellent local theatre companies, community orchestras, jazz bands , choirs and  a classical  concert series featuring world-class artists.  Sault Ste. Marie is also home to Ontario’s second largest music conservatory with a large faculty of resident artists and teachers.  A large new arena hosts a range of popular entertainment from Elton John to the beloved local Greyhounds OHL hockey team.  Seasonal festivals are well attended by both residents and tourists. Excellent public libraries are located throughout the city. Dining at local restaurants ranges from quality homestyle diners to Sushi, Indian, Italian and Indonesian as well as elegant upscale fusion cuisine.  

Indoor and outdoor sport and recreation offerings are numerous. There are both indoor and outdoor municipal swimming pools and ice rinks as well as a curling club and excellent gym clubs and running facilities. Several excellent golf courses and indoor and outdoor tennis facilities are open to all.  Our physical proximity to Lakes Superior, Huron and Michigan offers world-class boating, hiking, and pristine beaches.  A fabulous new hub trail for cycling and hiking within the city limits is in the final stages of completion and the boardwalk which runs the entire length of the downtown area is a vibrant and beautiful addition to our waterfront location.  Our city is home to several large and beautiful parks, which are enjoyed throughout the four seasons.  Both downhill and cross-country skiing opportunities are abundant, with trails and hills of a calibre which attracts tourists and competitions from across the province.  A one and a half hour drive south brings you to one of the most beautiful resort areas in the USA.  The Petosky / Harbor Springs, Mackinac Island area is a magnet for boaters and skiers from Chicago and Detroit and consequently boasts elegant and exclusive hotels as well as fabulous campgrounds and parks.

A brand new state of the art hospital was opened in March of 2011 and is a teaching hospital and research centre for the Northern Ontario School of Medicine. The Group Health Clinic is a model health care institution and has been featured internationally on both radio and television for its innovative approach to team health care.  Several new family doctors are accepting new patients.  A large scientific community enriches Sault Ste. Marie’s population via federal and provincial forestry and wildlife research facilities. 

Living in a community which offers so many of the amenities of a large city, but with the warmth and safety of a smaller town is very affordable.  The average price of purchasing a home is currently $136, 379.00 and waterfront vacation properties on Lake Superior and Lake Huron are very affordable as well.  The city offers a mix of fabulous heritage homes, exciting and modern new developments and a good selection of pre-owned homes.

Life is good in our community.  We are proud of both our natural beauty and the institutions and public spaces our citizens have worked hard to develop.  Our people have an energetic and highly successful  “can do” attitude toward creating the best possible life for those who call Sault Ste. Marie home.  

