
33.33% 17

66.67% 34

Q1 Do you agree with the new regulation to
assign marks between 70-100% when

adjudicating all levels of singers.
Answered: 51 Skipped: 0

Total 51

# COMMENT Date

1 This does not align with our mandate to encourage singing and offer useful feedback to each singer. It shifts the focus
toward the "contest".

6/27/2016 9:47 AM

2 Lower grade level could benefit from this but certainly not levels 9 and up. The artist at this point only needs detailed
evaluative comment on their interpretation, musicianship and vocal skill.

6/27/2016 9:46 AM

3 The students like tha fact the fact it is not a mark and marking is very subjective 6/22/2016 8:44 AM

4 I don't feel that a grade is instructive. It is the comments that are important for students to develop. 6/21/2016 10:32 PM

5 Students come for feedback. Words that will help them to Grow and adapt. Numerical value discourages students. 6/21/2016 9:12 AM

6 it could be very upsetting for a singer to find out that their mark was the lowest out of the whole group ...it is fairly easy
to figure out your first second third, but not so easy to rank the rest if each one were to have a mark.

6/13/2016 2:09 PM

7 Music Festivals all give marks and the performers look for those marks - recognizing the differences between
adjudicators from one year to the next. For many, there is a desire to have a quantified result. So my sense is that
students want marks.

6/13/2016 12:08 PM

8 marks aren't a good measure of how students stack up...even if a they are an average of the 3 judges. Each judge
brings different standards to bear for giving marks.

6/13/2016 11:41 AM

9 It would be nice to not have to assign a numerical mark, since other festivals do, and our method of ranking has been
more effective

6/13/2016 11:19 AM

10 I feel that we need to maintain our distinctive "brand" that is separate from the RCM and the local music festivals. 6/13/2016 11:14 AM
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42.22% 19

57.78% 26

Q2 Do you agree that categories should
have the age requirements outlined above?

Answered: 45 Skipped: 6

Total 45

# COMMENT Date

1 I prefer the undergraduate year by year structure that we have used in the past. I also do not think that CCM repertoire
needs our professional encouragement and support, and that pre-highschool singers should not participate in the
NATS Chapter Auditions. I know that these are unpopular views but my curmudgeonliness grows with age.

6/27/2016 10:14 AM

2 High school level (both classical and musical theatre) should have grades 9 & 10, separate from 11 & 12 and men and
women also separate.

6/27/2016 9:51 AM

3 It would be great to have two different high school categories 6/27/2016 9:48 AM

4 age requirements are too spread 6/26/2016 1:08 PM

5 I'm confused in these categories why independent studio is included in the classical classes but not the musical
theatre. I don't think the categories need age limits, but they don't hurt. It is nice for students to compete against those
in the same age bracket. Unless there were mature students enrolled in a University/College program and then they
wouldn't be able to participate.

6/22/2016 11:33 AM

6 For the most part the age categories are OK, but from time to time we get mature students at the university level and
they would therefore be unable to participate.

6/21/2016 10:33 PM

7 This organization is for the study of singing. Mature students who love to sing and have never studied in college
shouldn't be competing against an opera school graduate Adult music theatre students not in college should have a
place to compete

6/21/2016 9:15 AM

8 There is a huge difference between a 14 year old singer and a 19 year old... I like having two separate categories (Gr
9/10 and Gr11/12)...they could be subdivided even further if there were enough entrants

6/13/2016 2:11 PM

9 I do not agree with having independent studio singers in the university category. These are often singers who are
studying other disciplines but who have chosen to keep their singing up. I have two kids like that right now but I would
NEVER put them into a category with music majors. That means they will be left out of the auditions.

6/13/2016 12:26 PM

10 I think the age requirements need more revision - some are excellent but others are somewhat limited. 6/13/2016 12:13 PM

11 Voice is unique to other instruments in it's innately personal and internal qualities. Therefore, age requirements vs.
abilities are especially sensitive.

6/13/2016 11:20 AM
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83.72% 36

16.28% 7

Q3 Children and Youth CategoriesDo you
feel the new categories for children 11

years and under and youth between 11 and
14 years would be a valuable and popular

addition to our chapter auditions?  (in
community music festivals, this is often the

most popular age category)
Answered: 43 Skipped: 8

Total 43

# COMMENT Date

1 Yes, but there is typically a huge difference physically between 11-14 6/27/2016 11:14 AM

2 I think it verges on professionally unethical to be encouraging strenuous singing in children - either CCM or classical! 6/27/2016 10:18 AM

3 Absolutely! Very exciting if this gets added! 6/27/2016 9:53 AM

4 It could be, as long as the adjudication is authentically educative and knows Music Theatre style, acting, etc.
Classically I am all for it.

6/27/2016 9:51 AM

5 I say no only because I think the logistics of adding so many more classes, in terms of available space and
adjudicators.

6/24/2016 4:42 PM

6 I would be able to participate with the young students in my studio. 6/23/2016 8:43 AM

7 I am not sure if I am the best person to judge this, as I do not teach this age level, but I feel the number of categories
we currently have are adequate.

6/21/2016 10:35 PM

8 I like categories this way: 11 and under are children, 12-14 are youth. 6/21/2016 4:58 PM

9 We may get more entrants this way. 6/13/2016 2:14 PM

10 This is the category where I have the lion's share of singers - it would be very popular but it may be difficult to find
appropriate adjudicators (and enough adjudicators). They may be popular, but maybe we leave these categories to
the community music festivals?

6/13/2016 12:30 PM
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11 This is a 'half-yes' actually. We have a very short history with the category for children 11 - 14 and I think many of our
adjudicators, particularly those who teach at the college level, need more time to adjust to understanding younger
children and commenting on their voices in a manner that will be of benefit to those younger singers. I am not at all
sure that children under 11 would benefit from attending NATS auditions.

6/13/2016 12:24 PM

12 I don't mind younger students being included, however, does our membership reflect this? If we are a "post-secordary
heavy" chapter, are instructors feeling that including very young voices is valuable?

6/13/2016 11:23 AM

13 This could be valuable in that it provides an opportunity for those keen youngsters to have a new platform. It will
however, create issues for time and space as we continue to grow.

6/13/2016 11:16 AM
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55.81% 24

44.19% 19

Q4 Contemporary Commercial MusicOur
chapter has never had a category for CCM
singing.  The new regulations specify the

creation of a CCM category, which singers
must be over 18 years of age to enter. There

are two classes, one for men and one for
women. (most community music festivals
have some form of CCM category)Do you

feel our Chapter Auditions should include a
CCM category as outlined in the new

regulations?
Answered: 43 Skipped: 8

Total 43

# COMMENT Date

1 I think there should be CCM categories for all ages. 6/27/2016 10:55 AM

2 We are an organization founded to foster bel canto and I see this tradition being subsumed by CCM music. 6/27/2016 10:18 AM

3 It also needs to be stressed that at this age, the adjudication needs to focus on content artistry and authenticity, and
marketability. Performance style is irrelevant. Also suggest that songs need to be originals and not cover songs.

6/27/2016 9:51 AM

4 Finding adjudicators might be challenging for this category. This category is so broad in musical styles that it would be
very difficult to judge the performances.

6/23/2016 8:43 AM

5 I feel having a CCM category is important as long as its adjudicated by someone who knows the style. I also don't
think it should be limited to 18 years of age. Many young singers perform in this style as well and it would be beneficial
for them to receive feedback.

6/22/2016 11:51 AM

6 I really like how we allow all ages to do both CCM and classical pieces in one category. 6/22/2016 7:49 AM

7 no opinion. 6/21/2016 4:58 PM

8 You should have every option for singers 6/21/2016 9:16 AM
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9 Fend off the popular content. 6/13/2016 9:04 PM

10 our local festivals have purposely left those classes off. 6/13/2016 2:14 PM

11 Having a CCM category (or categories) is certainly important and I agree with the creation of those classes. My
hesitation is that I don't agree it should be only one class and limited to specific ages. I also worry about the way it will
be adjudicated, as I find many teachers are either not familiar with, not trained in, or not comfortable with CCM
techniques and performance standards. I say yes to the creation of a CCM class because I believe it is a step in the
right direction for the future of our industry, but I appreciate the opportunity to voice my concerns as well.

6/13/2016 12:54 PM

12 Also, you may have issues finding appropriate adjudicators. I, for one, do not feel qualified to adjudicate such a
category and it would not be fair to the students as I would have little to say specific to CCM.

6/13/2016 12:30 PM

13 Again, if our chapters' instructors are interested. If we only have a minimal group who is a) interested and b) able to
effectively judge this category, is it valuable at this time?

6/13/2016 11:23 AM

14 We need to reflect the current membership and provide opportunities for ALL singers. 6/13/2016 11:16 AM
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60.00% 27

40.00% 18

Q5 Adult classesCurrently, our chapter has
two adult classes, one for mature beginner
(less than two years of study) and one for

mature singer (more than two years of
study). Neither class has an age stipulation.
  The new regulations would have four adult
classes, one for women and one for men in

both classical and music theatre  for
“serious, avocational singers” (no limit on

length of study and over 22 years of age).Do
you feel the new regulations about adult

classes would benefit our chapter?
Answered: 45 Skipped: 6

Total 45

# COMMENT Date

1 I think it is useful to have adult classes for the mature beginner. I do not think adult CCM classes are needed. 6/27/2016 10:18 AM

2 Why not. Adults love to perform. 6/27/2016 9:51 AM

3 I agree with the new classes that now separate men from women, and musical theatre from classical. However,
depending on the amount of applicants, it might be more beneficial to keep male and female together (if the classes
were to be extremely small). If there are enough applicants for both categories, than these breakdowns are great! I do
like how our chapter separates the mature beginner from the mature singer.

6/22/2016 11:51 AM

4 I don't think this would add anything. These categories are often under-subscribed anyway in our chapter. 6/21/2016 10:35 PM

5 I think dividing the categories into classical and musical theatre is a great decision, which is why I have voted "yes" to
this change, but I don't believe that the gender divide is necessary. I do however believe that a limit on years of study
may benefit the competitors by evening the playing field a bit and hopefully that will be something they implement
again in the future as these classes grow.

6/13/2016 12:54 PM

6 I agree that the categories are good however the age limit poses some limitations. 6/13/2016 11:16 AM
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15.56% 7

84.44% 38

Q6 Do you agree that standardizing
comments would be more beneficial to

singers than the personalized remarks we
have used in the past?

Answered: 45 Skipped: 6

Total 45

# COMMENT Date

1 Personalized remarks are far more helpful. 6/27/2016 10:55 AM

2 I think that our "freestyle" comments of the past have been most useful as we seek to encourage students' growth and
love of singing. The new standarization grows out of the refocus on the "competition" aspect of the auditions

6/27/2016 10:20 AM

3 Personally, i do not like rubric. Good adjudication need authenticity, artistry and creative "in the moment"
communication. I think the information on the rubric is interesting and could assist as a guidline to be reviewed by
every adjudicator. The classical voice has good information but the MT rubric lacks in details such as "objectives"
"intention" and "tactics" ..

6/27/2016 9:59 AM

4 I feel singers attend these events to get personal remarks. 6/27/2016 9:50 AM

5 prefer personal comments 6/26/2016 1:12 PM

6 The rubric looks AMAZING! But I feel that students might really crave and benefit from some personalized comments
as well.

6/24/2016 1:45 PM

7 This might be beneficial for inexperienced adjudicators to use as a reference but individualized comments from a
variety of adjudicators would be more beneficial for the singers.

6/23/2016 8:43 AM

8 I like the rubric, but feel adjudicators should be able to leave personal remarks as well. The rubric is very generic, and
doesn't leave the singer with specific things to work on within each category, just a general overall view. (ie: They may
have great onsets, but need to work on offsets and the singer should hear specifics like that). The rubrics are also not
realistic when it comes to the singers level and age. It would be nice to have something similar to this to review and
help with assessment so every adjudicator is on the same page. But it shouldn't be related and confined to a specific
mark and the inability to leave comments.

6/22/2016 12:15 PM

9 Although the recommended comments are useful and pedagogically sound (a bonus), I often find it is the individual
wording of the various adjudicators that is most interesting and useful. This simply homogenizes everything which I
think is unfortunate.

6/21/2016 10:38 PM
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10 Although this could be limiting in personal commentary. I believe standardization would Help the students understand
their comments.

6/21/2016 11:06 AM

11 Although we encounter some comments that we don't agree with, the personalized comments are one of the primary
reasons for having students audition.

6/21/2016 9:55 AM

12 No people are coming for interesting and new feedback to expand their horizons 6/21/2016 9:18 AM

13 Personalize feedback and input from another teacher - that's the reason I encourage my students to enter
competitions to begin with! I am STRONGLY against this proposed change.

6/13/2016 12:55 PM

14 It's lovely to hear the personal opinions of our members - is this not what sets us apart from the community festival? To
have the opinions of three adjudicators is fabulous! Limiting the adjudications to a set form doesn't impress me as
adjudicator or teacher.

6/13/2016 12:32 PM

15 Part of the benefit of NATS is to show students that issues can be articulated in many different ways and one needs to
learn to be flexible in the approach to learning. This also is an opportunity for teachers of singing to continue to hone
their adjudicating craft and is particularly helpful for SNATS members, new teachers, etc.

6/13/2016 11:17 AM
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50.00% 22

50.00% 22

Q7 Do you approve of the total separation of
classical and music theatre repertoire?

Answered: 44 Skipped: 7

Total 44

# COMMENT Date

1 If we MUST have CCM, our current requirement allows the teacher to at least be training SOME head voice and mixed
registration.

6/27/2016 10:27 AM

2 the artist should be able to present both areas competently , demonstrating the contrasts clearly. The big question
here is, finding adjudicators who also know the detailed differences in both areas.

6/27/2016 10:18 AM

3 only in the upper age levels (high school and higher); in the lower ages the mix of classical and musical theatre is
appropriate

6/26/2016 1:14 PM

4 Young (and older) Musical theatre singers rarely perform classical pieces well. Having said that, they are often asked
to be able to do everything. It is very difficult to expect someone to switch genres within seconds and to do either well.
Very different skill sets.

6/23/2016 8:43 AM

5 Instead of an art song in the musical theatre category, the students should be required to perform a classical style
theatre piece.

6/22/2016 12:20 PM

6 I'm on the fence on this one. I don't think there is anything wrong with having to perform an art song. Often it is a good
way to determine vocal efficiency.

6/21/2016 10:39 PM

7 Two very different techniques required for legitimate sounds the genres. 6/21/2016 9:58 AM

8 Its completely avoiding the progression for music theatre singers 6/21/2016 9:23 AM

9 I think all music theatre singers should have to sing an art song. 6/13/2016 2:21 PM

10 I tend to think its imperative that MT singers present one classical piece (which has always allowed for a light folk
song, etc.)

6/13/2016 11:25 AM
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97.73% 43

2.27% 1

Q8 The new regulations specify that music
theatre songs MUST come from staged

Broadway or off-Broadway
productions.How would you prefer to

handle the absence of Canadian music
theatre repertoire that hasn’t been

produced on Broadway? (eg. Anne of Green
Gables)

Answered: 44 Skipped: 7

Total 44

# COMMENT Date

1 Absolutely ridiculous. Pathetically patronizing and nationally chauvinistic. NATS really does risk losing chapters from
other countries.

6/27/2016 10:27 AM

2 This regulation needs to be changed. Not only is Cdn content important culturally but our MT is being performed all
over the world. eg. "Theory of Relativity" "Come from away" in West End (London, England) and the latter will be on
Broadway after international tour completes in 2017. So I would definitely suggest we open it up to include: any prof.
staged Musical Theatre.

6/27/2016 10:18 AM

3 There are so many amazing pieces and it is essential we include all rep in the cannon not just those produced on
Broadway or off-Broadway.

6/27/2016 9:53 AM

4 Or preferably, send them a list of worthy Canadian musicals. Maybe all Canadian chapters would be willing to sign
such a recommended list.

6/24/2016 4:52 PM

5 Definitely they need to include our Canadian content! 6/23/2016 8:43 AM

6 I also feel that cabaret style songs like "Girl in 14G" and new musicals that haven't been produced should be accepted
into this category.

6/22/2016 12:20 PM

7 Broadway is not the only professional forum. Charlottetown and Shaw and Stratford have all performed original
musicals

6/21/2016 9:23 AM

Appeal to NATS
head office ...

Accept the new
regulations
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Appeal to NATS head office to include a list of worthy Canadian musicals

Accept the new regulations
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8 What about British Musicals that have never made it to New York? There is a wealth of Canadian music theatre ,,even
more than already included in Field of Stars..We could enlist the help of Canadian theatre writers (e.g. Jim Betts, Scott
White, Nancy White ..(no relation) Leslie Arden etc to help us with a list..We need to keep our Canadian identity.

6/13/2016 2:21 PM

9 If NATS wants to be a truly international organization, they need to embrace the musical cultures outside the United
States.

6/13/2016 11:47 AM

10 Absolutely - off-broadway cabaret shows and Canadian repertoire have so much to offer! 6/13/2016 11:25 AM
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47.73% 21

36.36% 16

15.91% 7

Q9 In the past, there has been no directive
or consistency on the use of songs (some
of which technically are arias) from the 24,
26, 28 Italian Songs and Arias books.  The

new regulations state that songs from these
books should be counted as arias OR art

songs up to second year university but then
ONLY as art songs in the upper years of

university.Do you agree with this directive?
Answered: 44 Skipped: 7

Total 44

# COMMENT Date

1 I'm OK with this. It reflects a tradition of using baroque arias for voice training but then transition at the appropriate time
to "real" operatic repertoire as the artist and the voice mature.

6/27/2016 10:27 AM

2 History needs no changing. I would suggest to get rid of the 24 collection altogether. The other editions are much
more detailed and historically accurate. They are all valuable and difficult to sing. Researching them are interesting.
Discovering the objectives and tactics in the early arias; their context etc is wonderful acting material. The artist
challenge is to bring them to the moment and within this rep, there is so much to discover for more challenging art
song and arias.

6/27/2016 10:18 AM

3 An aria is an aria. 6/27/2016 9:53 AM

4 Not every first of second year student is prepared to sing an operatic aria. 6/24/2016 4:52 PM

5 It really depends on the selection - that said, I think the above directive is likely the best solution. 6/24/2016 1:46 PM

6 Upper years should be doing arias. 6/21/2016 9:23 AM

7 Prefer to keep actual opera separate, keep the Italian songs in the art song category 6/13/2016 10:37 PM
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34.09% 15

34.09% 15

31.82% 14

Q10 Previously, transposition has not been
expressly forbidden but it is understood
that most opera, oratorio, etc. selections

must be sung in the original keys.  The new
regulations specify that only original keys

may be used for all opera, oratorio,
operetta, cantata, mass and music theatre,
except where there is a tradition of another

key used in performance. (The Teen’s
Musical Theatre Anthologies and Vocal

Selections books frequently alter keys)Do
you agree with the use of only original keys

in the categories stated above?
Answered: 44 Skipped: 7

Total 44

# COMMENT Date

1 It's the 21st century. Let's be flexible with keys within reason. 6/27/2016 10:58 AM

2 I agree that standard arias should be sung in the standard keys. Baroque "training" arias should be sung in keys that
best serve. I have little interest in Teen Music Theatre Repertoire in ANY key!

6/27/2016 10:27 AM

3 Original keys are imperative for all young professionals. This gives the appropriate boundaries in MT repertoire.
Teachers will be pressed to find appropriate material for youth (below 14) but the boundary also will eliminate
unhealthy choices. There is so much under researched music. (nothing worse than hearing "Don't Rain on my Parade"
sung by a 14 year old.

6/27/2016 10:18 AM

4 As long as we ok keys that are conventional. 6/27/2016 9:53 AM

5 original keys - opera and oratorio transposition allowed - musical theatre 6/26/2016 1:14 PM
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6 I disagree in the case of musical theatre. Otherwise, I agree. 6/24/2016 4:52 PM

7 Musical theatre and classical "songs" should b transposable for youngsters. Perhaps not so much as students get
older.

6/23/2016 8:43 AM

8 It is sometimes hard to find out what the original key of a performance was, and then also track down an original copy
of the music (especially in musical theatre). The original key is often only found in the conductor's score, but not in
printed and published collections.

6/22/2016 12:20 PM

9 Opera, oratorio, cantata, mass and works of this nature should be in original keys. Operetta and Music theatre should
allow some leeway

6/21/2016 5:12 PM

10 Performers in live performances transpose material. This is a learning competition. 6/21/2016 9:23 AM

11 There are so many "original" keys available including a great deal of Classical vocal music except for original opera
and oratorio music. It would be necessary to specify the exact key required in the syllabus as it is very easy to
purchase music to suit the compass of most participants voices with it stating that it is in the original key.

6/21/2016 9:07 AM

12 I agree for all except musical theatre 6/14/2016 8:14 AM

13 I especially disagree with this in Musical Theatre repertoire because it happens all the time in that industry! I'm in a
professional production right now with one of Canada's top theatre companies, and we changed the key to 3 songs for
the performer! It's a COMPLETELY acceptable thing in the professional world of musical theatre.

6/13/2016 12:58 PM

14 I think transpositions are acceptable for: certain MT rep, young singers, and rep where transpositions are standard
(high voice/low voice art song, etc)

6/13/2016 11:25 AM
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90.91% 40

9.09% 4

Q11 Do you support the new regulation
allowing singers to sing in both classical

and music theatre categories?
Answered: 44 Skipped: 7

Total 44

# COMMENT Date

1 Of course .... the artist knows how to make choices...why would we have a regulation that denies them this. What
concerns me more is the care required in the development of the commercial area. Are we being swayed by the
monster of commercialism and "entertainment" !!? I certainly hope not.

6/27/2016 10:22 AM

2 ABSOLUTELY. The more categories the better for these young singers. 6/27/2016 9:53 AM

3 Again, I think this would pose problems for scheduling. 6/24/2016 4:53 PM

4 If they are good enough to compete in both categories then they should be able to. It might be a bit of a scheduling
problem.

6/23/2016 8:44 AM

5 There is no reason singers should not be able to enter both categories. Many singers perform both styles, and should
have the opportunity to receive feedback on both techniques. It is important in this day and age that singers are
flexible in performance styles, and we should support their cross training.

6/22/2016 12:24 PM

6 Singers are entering to learn and grow why not allow all of their abilities to be adjudicated 6/21/2016 9:23 AM

7 Some singers are very good at both. 6/13/2016 9:10 PM

8 If we can get enough adjudicators for the possible increased registrations and if the quality does not suffer due to the
number of songs I am torn on this one, but I did notice that some of the best music theatre singers at provincials are
those who are also there for classical..

6/13/2016 2:24 PM
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74.42% 32

25.58% 11

Q12 Now that our chapter auditions are so
successful (generally over 200 singers on

one day) would you support the event being
held over two days to accommodate extra

classes?
Answered: 43 Skipped: 8

Total 43

# COMMMENT Date

1 Difficult as a studio teacher to give up 2 days of teaching to attend 6/27/2016 11:22 AM

2 As long as it does not increase the cost to the applicant. NATS needs to keep this experience affordable. 6/27/2016 10:32 AM

3 Ideally just one day unless necessary. 6/27/2016 9:55 AM

4 I tend to think that if out of town folks had to commit to the whole weekend, they would not come. Too expensive. Let's
do what is necessary to keep it to one day.

6/24/2016 5:02 PM

5 Divide the Musical theatre and the Classical competitions into two separate days. 6/23/2016 8:44 AM

6 I would support this, but I don't know how easy it would be to make this happen. 6/21/2016 10:41 PM

7 I think it is difficult to volunteer away an entire weekend. I think also, for those who have to travel, an overnight would
add cost to that volunteering. I agree that 2 days would make things easier for the auditions. I don't know the solution.

6/21/2016 5:07 PM

8 If need be 6/21/2016 10:09 AM

9 Where is the maybe option? Or more information - two FULL days? or just 1.5 days? 6/13/2016 9:14 PM

10 I could not commit to two days ..This would only work if the students of one teacher were all on the same day. 6/13/2016 2:29 PM

11 It is too large a commitment for the volunteers - hotels, meals, travel, etc. With a young family, I am finding it hard
enough to help out on one day, let alone two.

6/13/2016 12:37 PM

12 This is difficult to ask of singers/teachers/parents, however, if we're going to grow in numbers/categories, etc., this will
become a complete necessity.

6/13/2016 11:27 AM
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NO
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NO
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11.36% 5

88.64% 39

Q13 Given the strong Canadian tradition of
community music festivals where students

may learn to "compete," should our
chapter's NATS Auditions function similarly
as existing music festivals or, should these

Auditions function primarily as an
opportunity for singers to receive

constructive feedback without feeling the
pressure of competition? (as in the past,

outstanding performances would be
showcased in the final concert, and

scholarship money given for
encouragement)

Answered: 44 Skipped: 7

Total 44

# COMMENT Date

1 It's refreshing for NATS to take the competitive aspect out of the mix. 6/27/2016 10:59 AM

2 Let's maintain the current and "much bigger pictured" model. Feedback and awarding scholarship for the best
prepared performances are perfectly sound.

6/27/2016 10:32 AM

3 Even with our model of feedback it feels like a competition. 6/27/2016 9:55 AM

4 I'm not sure how it would look with a new model of competition. Surely, it's already a competition, but with feedback. 6/24/2016 5:02 PM

5 I think the feedback is the MOST IMPORTANT thing. Period. 6/21/2016 10:41 PM

6 Canada has many opportunities for 'standings' (i.e. examinations, music festivals etc), so it would be nice to have one
thing where the feedback is constructive/instructive only.

6/21/2016 5:15 PM

7 Definitely stay 'feedback' model. This is one of the few places my students can perform 'for fun'. Competition is
everywhere.

6/21/2016 5:07 PM

Move to new
model of...

Maintain
current mode...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Move to new model of "competition"

Maintain current model of "feedback"
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8 NATS should be different than music festivals 6/21/2016 10:09 AM

9 It still functions as a competition. Call a spade a spade. Singers however, need to be required to hear their colleagues
sing.

6/13/2016 9:14 PM

10 some festivals are trying to become less about the competition and more about the education. 6/13/2016 2:29 PM

11 I like that we are different. 6/13/2016 12:37 PM

12 students already consider the auditions to be a competition and we should stop pretending that it isn't one. 6/13/2016 12:27 PM

19 / 21

NATS Ontario Chapter National Student Auditions Survey 2016 SurveyMonkey



50.00% 20

50.00% 20

Q14 In the event that this survey indicates
that our chapter members prefer to retain

the existing model of adjudication and
prefer NOT to adopt the new regulations, we
will not be able to continue to call the event

“NATS Student Auditions”. Do you have
suggestions for what the event could be

called moving forward?
Answered: 40 Skipped: 11

Total 40

# NAME SUGGESTION Date

1 Who formulated this question. So we have to change the name if we choose to stay the same? Why? OK if we need
to change the name: NATS Scholarship Auditions

6/27/2016 10:32 AM

2 Ontario NATS Chapter Student Juries 6/27/2016 10:29 AM

3 NATS Student Showcase 6/27/2016 9:58 AM

4 Ontario Singing Teachers Festival 6/26/2016 1:16 PM

5 NATS Ontario Student Festival 6/24/2016 5:02 PM

6 Ontario Singing Teacher's Student Auditions (formerly NATS Ontario Student Auditions 6/23/2016 8:44 AM

7 Ontario Voice Auditions? 6/22/2016 12:30 PM

8 NATS Ontario Vocal Festival 6/21/2016 10:41 PM

9 Can we use NATS in the name - as in NATS student festival, or NATS showcase? 6/21/2016 5:07 PM

10 NATS-Ontario Vocal Arts Festival 6/21/2016 4:09 PM

11 Nats festival of singing 6/21/2016 11:08 AM

12 NATS student competition 6/21/2016 10:09 AM

13 All singers are still students of NATS members, no? 6/21/2016 10:01 AM

YES

NO
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Answer Choices Responses
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NO
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14 Ontario Student Auditions 6/21/2016 9:06 AM

15 Festival of Song 6/14/2016 9:37 AM

16 NATS Student Vocal Festival? 6/13/2016 10:38 PM

17 CATS Auditions. hahaha that won't work. Perhaps CTS Auditions. 6/13/2016 9:14 PM

18 Ontario Song Festival 6/13/2016 7:14 PM

19 NATS concert classes, NATS ONTARIO Student Auditions, NATS performance classes, NATS vocal festival 6/13/2016 2:29 PM

20 Ontario Voice Teachers Festival 6/13/2016 1:38 PM

21 Ontario NATS Singers' Festival 6/13/2016 1:01 PM

22 NATS Student Showcase 6/13/2016 12:37 PM

23 (NATS) Ontario Traditional Auditions 6/13/2016 11:49 AM

24 Songfest; Celebration of Song; Celebration of the Vocal Arts 6/13/2016 11:48 AM

25 Ontario Chapter Student Auditions, Ontario Singers Auditions... 6/13/2016 11:27 AM
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	Q1 Do you agree with the new regulation to assign marks between 70-100% when adjudicating all levels of singers.
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	Q3 Children and Youth CategoriesDo you feel the new categories for children 11 years and under and youth between 11 and 14 years would be a valuable and popular addition to our chapter auditions?  (in community music festivals, this is often the most popular age category)
	Q4 Contemporary Commercial MusicOur chapter has never had a category for CCM singing.  The new regulations specify the creation of a CCM category, which singers must be over 18 years of age to enter. There are two classes, one for men and one for women. (most community music festivals have some form of CCM category)Do you feel our Chapter Auditions should include a CCM category as outlined in the new regulations?
	Q5 Adult classesCurrently, our chapter has two adult classes, one for mature beginner (less than two years of study) and one for mature singer (more than two years of study). Neither class has an age stipulation.   The new regulations would have four adult classes, one for women and one for men in both classical and music theatre  for “serious, avocational singers” (no limit on length of study and over 22 years of age).Do you feel the new regulations about adult classes would benefit our chapter?
	Q6 Do you agree that standardizing comments would be more beneficial to singers than the personalized remarks we have used in the past?
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	Q9 In the past, there has been no directive or consistency on the use of songs (some of which technically are arias) from the 24, 26, 28 Italian Songs and Arias books.  The new regulations state that songs from these books should be counted as arias OR art songs up to second year university but then ONLY as art songs in the upper years of university.Do you agree with this directive?
	Q10 Previously, transposition has not been expressly forbidden but it is understood that most opera, oratorio, etc. selections must be sung in the original keys.  The new regulations specify that only original keys may be used for all opera, oratorio, operetta, cantata, mass and music theatre, except where there is a tradition of another key used in performance. (The Teen’s Musical Theatre Anthologies and Vocal Selections books frequently alter keys)Do you agree with the use of only original keys in the categories stated above?
	Q11 Do you support the new regulation allowing singers to sing in both classical and music theatre categories?
	Q12 Now that our chapter auditions are so successful (generally over 200 singers on one day) would you support the event being held over two days to accommodate extra classes?
	Q13 Given the strong Canadian tradition of community music festivals where students may learn to "compete," should our chapter's NATS Auditions function similarly as existing music festivals or, should these Auditions function primarily as an opportunity for singers to receive constructive feedback without feeling the pressure of competition? (as in the past, outstanding performances would be showcased in the final concert, and scholarship money given for encouragement)
	Q14 In the event that this survey indicates that our chapter members prefer to retain the existing model of adjudication and prefer NOT to adopt the new regulations, we will not be able to continue to call the event “NATS Student Auditions”. Do you have suggestions for what the event could be called moving forward?

